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Introduction 

The African Wildlife & Equestrian Experience situated in the Lowveld of the Limpopo 

Province of South Africa, is a totally unique opportunity that differs greatly from other 

horse safari programs that you will find in South Africa. Volunteers will learn about 

working with and riding horses, as well as spend time in the African bush acquiring 

knowledge of the native wildlife. You will get to experience the beauty of South Africa 

and riding in a relaxed and fun filled environment which is suitable for both experienced 

riders and novices alike. Even if you have never ridden a horse before but want to learn, 

this is the place for you. 

 

The Program houses up to twelve volunteers at a time, who are interested in learning 

more about an equestrian centre and the management thereof, including all aspects 

such as understanding the correct way to ride in combination with a unique nature 

experience with an emphasis on conservation, including nature guiding, basic knowledge 

of ecosystems, animal identification, wildlife tracks and signs, animal behaviour and much 

more!  

 

The Owner of the project is Traci Thomson, a devoted guide, accomplished competitive 

rider and dedicated conservationist, qualified in both FGASA levels 1 & 2 as well as 

advanced Trails guide and facilitator. Her team is made up of Shannon, who manages 

the Stable yard and works with the horses, and Ryan, who is the administrator and 

volunteer coordinator. Ryan conducts game drives on the Big 5 reserve, which is part of 

the greater Kruger and Prince who also conducts Games drives and horse trails.  
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Accommodation is provided at Octhula Bush camp, which is situated on Mohlabetsi Nyala 

Game Reserve and part of the Greater Kruger, a 30-minute drive through the African 

bush from the African Dream stable yard. The camp consists of 5 comfortable chalets, 

which can accommodate between 2-3 volunteers each. There is a communal ablution 

facility and an outdoor shower for those wanting to shower in nature. 

 

Other facilities include, a fully equipped kitchen, an outdoor lounging area, a swimming 

pool to cool off after a hot day and a boma, where you can relax around a fire and enjoy 

a traditional braai.  

 

The kitchen is fully stocked for a self-service breakfast and supper, a wholesome lunch 

is prepared for everyone at the stables. The camp has a viewing deck overlooking a 

waterhole which is frequented by a variety of game, the perfect place for one to end a 

day watching the sunset or to have an incredible sleep out under the stars. 

 

Accommodation 
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Activities 

Weather permitting, a weekly routine will combine equestrian and nature activities as 

volunteers will either spend their days at the stables or in the African bush. Wednesdays 

provide an opportunity to experience one of the various excursions, and every second 

Thursday Volunteers will spend some time assisting at one of the various outreach 

programs. 

 

Besides the day-to-day activities which make up the program, volunteers will be given 

enough free time to explore the many beautiful spots in the area, including the Blyde 

River Canyon (The largest Green Canyon in the world), the world-famous Kruger 

National Park and many more. Other excursions include hiking along courses of waterfalls 

and visiting one of the local animal rehabilitation centres in the area. The project is also 

situated close enough to the local town of Hoedspruit for those who would like to get 

out and enjoy an evening at one of the local restaurants. 

 

Weekends are made available for a fair amount of free time, where volunteers can catch 

up on personal communications, or simply to take the opportunity to take in the beautiful 

sights and sounds that come with living in a Big 5 Reserve. There are also opportunities 

over the weekend to go out to the local bar/restaurant as well as socialise around the 

campfire and have a braai (Barbecue). 
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The Equestrian centre is situated within the Hoedspruit Wildlife Estate. It is a 700-

hectare nature reserve. Which boasts most of the herbivores, omnivores, reptiles, 

snakes, primates, smaller cats, eagles, vultures, birds, insects and their relatives that 

you find in the Savanna biome as well as the occasional sighting of Leopard and Hyena. 

 

For those wishing to further their equestrian knowledge and or riding skills this is the 

place to be! Whether you are a first-time rider or equestrian pro, the project staff will 

tailor your experience accordingly. You will have the opportunity to learn or master the 

following skills. 

 

o Horsemanship (General Care, lunging & riding) 

o Natural Horsemanship 

o Stable Management 

o Basic Yard Management 

o Basic Veterinary 

o Basic Horse Anatomy 

o Tack and Care of Tack 

o Teaching, instruction, and Schooling 

o Basic First Aid 

o Show Jumping & Dressage 

o Trail and arena Riding Skills 

 

*Please note there is a 75kg weight limit for all riding activities 

 

You will also have the opportunity to enjoy trails amongst the local wildlife from 

horseback and depending on what time of year you join the program you may be required 

to assist in organising and setting up a horse show (with the added option of competing) 

which are run three or four times a year. 

 

Volunteers will also have the opportunity to fully experience the African Bush with 

game drives, night drives and Bush walks offered daily to expose you to as much 

wildlife as possible, and where you will learn about basic conservation practices as well 

as about the wildlife that resides within the Big 5 reserve. During the game drives 

and trail rides offered, volunteers almost always see a variety of animals, but please 

remember that sightings are not guaranteed. The project is situated in an ‘open’ 

Natural system which means the wildlife moves freely over vast distances. 
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Outreach Projects 

Every second Thursday Volunteers will join us on our outreach work in the local 

community. At the Sigagule village, you will assist the dogs and other animals in 

desperate need to medical care, as well as improving their living conditions. 

 

Other opportunities may also come up to assist other non-profit charities that the 

project supports such as Hoedspruit Paws (Domestic dog rescue) and Nourish 

(Community project), a local NPO that works in the local community. 
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Additional Excursions 

Every Saturday the volunteers will have an opportunity to go on an excursion, which will 

allow one to see more of the Lowveld and its surrounding area. 

 

o Jessica the Hippo 

o Baobab Restaurant 

o Panorama Scenic Route 

o Kinyonga Reptile Park 

o Zip Lining 

o Waterfall hike, climb and Swim 

o Kruger National Park 

o Cultural Show 

o Flying Safaris 

 

Please note: that any and all excursions are at your own extra cost which is payable 

directly to the project. 
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VOLUNTEER REQUIRMENTS 

This project has been designed for travellers aged 18 to 35. Volunteers need to be in good 

health with a moderate level of fitness. Personal qualities such as flexibility and 

adaptability are a must, as “African Time” and or unforeseen circumstances can lead to 

program changes at short notice. 

 

PROGRAM DATES 

The African Wildlife and Equestrian Experience is open all year round. Arrivals and 

departures to the project are on either Mondays or Fridays only.  

 

PROJECT FEES 

Whilst admission onto the projects requires a minimum 2 weeks stay, you can stay as long 

as you like or can afford.  

 

Duration Price 

2 weeks (14 days) R 17,000 

3 weeks (21 days) R 25,450 

4 weeks (28 days) R 33,500 

5 weeks (35 days) R 41,950 

6 weeks (42 days) R 50,000 

7 weeks (49 days) R 58,450 

8 weeks (56 days) R 66,500 

Project Dates & Cost 

For stays over 8 weeks please 

contact us for a quotation as 

additional discounts will be given. 

 

Prices are shown in South African 

Rand. For your local currency 

conversion rates check out 

www.xe.com 

http://www.xe.com/
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*Please note that any bank charges for payments will be for your account.  

**A 30% non-refundable deposit is payable to confirm your booking and full payment is due 

no later than 30 days prior to your arrival. You are welcome to make one full payment 

should you wish to do so. 

***Any payments made via PayPal will incur an additional 1.5% Service fee. 

 

PRICE INCLUDES  

o Return road transfer between Hoedspruit’s Eastgate Airport and the project 

o All Accommodation whilst on the project 

o Wi-Fi 

o Conservation Levy 

o Fully stocked kitchen 

o Laundry Detergent (Self-service) 

o Riding Gear 

o Transport within the program. 

o All Project activities as described. 

o All project services as described. 

 

PRICE EXCLUDES 

o All Flights and/or road transfers except those mentioned above. 

o All drinks such as Alcohol and soft drinks (Safe drinking water is provided) 

o All personal snacks and any other luxury items you can’t live without.  

o Social events. 

o Eating out (any meals at restaurants is at your own cost) 

o Any Excursions offered by the project 

o Extra activities on excursions 

o Medical Expenses 

o Travel & Medical Insurance 

o Any visa related expenses 

o Any vaccinations 

 

For an additional fee of R700/night, Scales Volunteers can provide overnight 

accommodation in Johannesburg between flights on your arrival or return from your 

project, including a return airport shuttle to transport you between OR Tambo airport 

and your accommodation.  

 

Should you prefer a cheaper alternative to flying between OR Tambo International 

airport to Hoedspruit’s Eastgate Domestic airport, Scales Volunteers can also provide you 

with a road transfer for only R1,600 return. (Please note this shuttle service has set 

scheduled departure times) 

 

To cover any additional expenses, such as personal/luxury items, cost of excursions or for 

meals when eating out, we would suggest that you consider having access to 

approximately R500 per week of your stay. ATMs are readily available throughout 

Hoedspruit and accept all major credit cards. Please consult your bank regarding charges 

and it is also advised that you notify them that you will be travelling abroad. 
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During the Summer months (September to March) it can get extremely hot and humid. 

Average temperatures for summer are 18c to 45c. At times it has been known to reach 

temperatures as high as 50c, but this is very rare. Make sure to bring plenty of high 

factor sun cream, a hat and insect repellent. 
 

During the Winter months (April to August) it is mostly warm during in the day, but the 

temperature drops as the sun goes down, make the evenings, night-time and first light 

very cold. Average temperatures for winter vary between 5c at night and up to 25c 

during the day. Sunscreen is still recommended during winter months. The insects tend to 

disappear during the colder months, but it is still a good idea to bring some insect repellent 

just in case. 

 

If you would like to research more about the weather you can expect during the specific 

time of your trip, then we recommend that you check out wunderground.com as they give 

access to extensive historical weather data for almost all chosen locations.  

 

As with any natural events, we are unable to guarantee that the weather you encounter 

will be as described, this is merely and indication to help advise you on what to expect and 

what weather to pack for. 

 

 

 

 

Weather & Climate 
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HOW TO GET THERE 

You will need to fly to OR Tambo International Airport in Johannesburg as this is the 

closest international airport to the project. There are regular international flights into 

Johannesburg’s OR Tambo Airport and if you require assistance with selecting a flight, 

please do not hesitate to ask and we might be able to assist you, however Scales 

Volunteers do not offer flights as part of our packages. 

 

There are also internal flights from Johannesburg to Hoedspruit Eastgate Airport, if you 

would prefer to take a connecting flight to Hoedspruit instead of the 5 ½ hour road 

shuttle which is included in your package, please let us know and we will adjust your 

quotation accordingly. Please note there will still be an additional charge for transfers 

between Hoedspruit Airport and the project. 

 

PASSPORTS & VISAS 

It is your responsibility to ensure that you meet the passport and visa requirements for 

entry into South Africa. Ensure that your Passport is Valid for your trip and for a minimum 

of 6 months after your return. 

 

Please check with your nearest South African High Commission or the relevant South 

African Diplomatic website for the country in which you reside for more information 

regarding your specific visa requirements. 

 

Travel Information 
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It is also your responsibility to ensure that you meet the COVID-19 requirements for 

entry into South Africa and any other country you might be passing through.  

 

MEDICAL & PERSONAL SECURITY INFORMATION 

Prior to travelling, you should visit your Doctor/Healthcare Professional to obtain advice 

on immunization and general health requirements. The Greater Kruger National Park is 

generally a low to medium risk malaria area, but you should consult your Doctor/Healthcare 

Professional about the appropriate prophylactics. Ensure that you declare any medical 

information we should be aware of on your booking form including any allergies and/or 

dietary requirements. 

 

INSURANCE 

It is very important that you take out adequate travel insurance for your trip to cover 

such events as cancellation due to illness, accident or injury, personal accident and personal 

liability, loss of or damage to baggage. Scales Volunteers or Scales Conservation Fund will 

not be responsible or liable if you fail to take adequate or no insurance cover at all. You will 

be required to submit a copy of your insurance policy / certificate with your travel 

information prior to departure.  

 

CURRENCY 

South African Rand. As the project is situated in the middle of the bush it is very hard 

to change currency, so we recommend that you exchange any cash prior to arrival. We also 

recommend the use of bank/travel cards over cash for security purposes. All shops accept 

Visa and Mastercard, as well as other well-known providers. However please ensure to 

contact your bank to notify them of your travel plans before you leave your country of 

origin to avoid your card being flagged as fraudulently used and subsequently blocked. We 

highly recommend travel cards as you can lock in your currency and do not charge 

withdrawals. Again, these should be arranged prior to departure. 
 

SAFETY 

The project is based in a safe community, and you won’t have to worry whilst you are at 

your project, however we do want to give you some basic guidelines in order to ensure you 

have the best experience during your stay. 

 

o Don’t accept lifts from strangers 

o Don’t leave valuable things on display 

o Don’t “flash”/display any large sums of cash 

o You will be in a wildlife area so beware of snakes, scorpions, and centipedes. 

o Don’t approach any animals that are in the wild as they are unpredictable. 

o Follow project rules at all times. Always follow direction and requests from the 

Project Staff, they are looking out for your safety. 

o Don’t be shy to ask questions! 
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The suggested packing list below should help you with deciding what to pack. If you are 

unsure about any items or have any questions, then please ask. We are here to help! 

 

TRAVEL DOCUMENTS 

o Original and certified copy of your passport 

o All tickets and receipts for travel. 

o Certified copy of any prescription medicines (Original only necessary for re-fill) 

o Original and certified copy of any Medical or Insurance Cards 

o Original and certified copy of your Drivers License (If necessary) 

o Copy of your Travel Insurance 

o Copy of your Travel Itinerary 

 

CLOTHING 

o Hat / Cap 

o Sunglasses 

o Warm Jacket / Fleece 

o Waterproof Jacket 

o Durable and neutral-coloured shirts / t-shirts / Vests  

o Durable and neutral-coloured long sleeve shirts (seasonal, but also useful for 

covering yourself from the sun) 

o Durable and neutral-coloured shorts 

o Durable and neutral-coloured trousers 

o Socks & Underwear 

What to Pack 
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o Comfortable Walking Boots 

o Sandals / flip flips 

o Trainers 

o Gloves & Beanie (Seasonal) 

o Swimwear 

o Appropriate Sleeping Clothes (Accommodation is shared) 

 

TOILETRIES 

o Shampoo / Conditioner 

o Soap 

o Toothbrush & Toothpaste 

o Hairbrush / comb 

o Bath Towel 

o Personal Toiletries – Razor, deodorant, sanitary products etc 

 

GENERAL 

o Water Bottle (Minimum 2 litre) 

o Torch / Head Torch 

o Day Pack 

o Camera (with Batteries/charger and spare memory card) 

o Personal First aid kit (Plasters, Antiseptic, Prescription Medicine etc) 

o Sunscreen (Factor 50) 

o Laptop or Ipad 

o Insect repellent 

o Travel adaptor Plug for South Africa 

 

RECOMMENDED 

o Riding Gear – Riding pants, boots, chaps, riding helmet (These are supplied by the 

project, however you are welcome to use your own if you prefer) 

o Binoculars 

o Reading material 

o Power bank 

o Mosquito Net 

o Positive attitude 

 

We recommend acquiring a local mobile SIM Card from one of SA’s “pre-paid” options (Vodacom, 

MTN, Cell C, Telkom and Virgin), which are inexpensive and can be used to keep in contact with 

project staff, our office, friends and family or anyone else you might need to contact during your 

stay.  

 

 

If you still have space left in your bag, please contact us to find 

out if there is anything that you can bring out for your project, 

such as supplies or donations that are waiting for transport. 
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WE ARE LOOKING 

FORWARD TO HELPING 

YOU PLAN YOUR NEW 

ADVENTURE! 


